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Surprise?
Longhorns expected 
football success/1B

After Johnson City Board 
of Education members voted 
unanimously last month to 
continue studying a pro-
posed transition from the 
current configuration of 
Indian Trail Intermediate 
School and Liberty Bell 
Middle School, the board 
wants feedback from the 
community.

The board is considering 
turning each school into a 
middle school for students 
grades 5 through 8, which 
Superintendent Steve Barn- 
ett said could be beneficial 

City wants input 
on plans for two 
middle schools

Compared to three years 
ago, enrollment at Washin-
gton County Schools has 
declined by 429 students, 
according to information 
provided during Monday’s 
Health, Education and 
Welfare Committee meeting.

Based on that information, 
the school system is 1,042 
students short of its “high 
function capacity,” or the 

peak efficiency enrollment 
based on each school facili-
ty’s capacity.

Considering the capacities 
of the new Boones Creek, 
Jonesborough and magnet 
schools, Washington County 
could theoretically consoli-
date three of its current 
schools and still have an 
excess capacity of 500 stu-
dents, according to 
Committee Chairman Tom 
Krieger.

Falling student rolls 
bring call to study 
county school needs

‘They told us to get out’

By Brandon Paykamian
Press Staff Writer

bpaykamian@johnsoncitypress.com

Surprise?
Longhorns expected 
football success/1B

Surprise?
Longhorns expected 
football success/1B

Eastman ‘process upset’ shakes 
neighbors, sends workers to shelter

Kingsport Times-News

Plumes rise from Wednesday’s “pro-
cess upset” at Eastman Chemical Co.

By Jeff BoBo
Kingsport Times-News

KINGSPORT — Initially, 
Miranda Wood thought someone 
had crashed a vehicle into 
Johnny’s Shoe Store on Eastman 
Road where she was working 
Wednesday morning, just a 
stone’s throw from the Eastman 
Chemical Co. plant.

In fact, the plant had been 
shaken Wednesday morning by 
explosions in the gasification 
area that were described by 
Eastman as “process upsets.”

When Wood realized what had 

really happened, she was quite 
upset indeed.

“I heard two explosions, but it 
really sounded like somebody 
just hit the (Johnny’s) building,” 
Wood said. “My whole chair 
really did shake. ... As I came 
downstairs, it did smell like 
something was burning.”

Then she and other employees 
saw the plumes of smoke rising 
from the Eastman plant and 
they realized something serious 
had happened.

“You better hold your breath,” 

By Hank Hayes
Kingsport Times-News

KINGSPORT — This was not a 
test.

Fifty-seven years to the day 
after a massive explosion and 
fire at Tennessee Eastman Co.’s 
Aniline plant killed 16 people and 
injured more than 400, Eastman 
Chemical had planned to test its 
hazardous vapor release alerting 
system Wednesday.

But instead of the simple “acti-
vation of Eastman’s blue light 
alert and alarm systems” that 
was planned, in an odd coinci-

dence a real-life “process upset” 
sent workers to safe havens and 
sent warnings to the giant plant’s 
neighbors.

“The gasifier blew up,” an 
employee and eyewitness work- 
ing near the explosion told the 
Times-News. “They just made us 
run to our car and get out. They 
told us to get out.”

Eastman, in a prepared state-
ment, explained what happened 
in an email: “Around 10 a.m., 
Eastman experienced a process 
upset in the coal gasification area 
of its Kingsport manufacturing 

See OUT, Page 3A

Neighbors’ concern grew when 
they saw plumes rise from plant

See PLUMES, Page 2A

JOHNSON CITY SCHOOLS

Officials going school-to-school to 
find out what you think of the idea

HAVE AN OPINION?

Turn to Page 3A for a look at 
proposed configurations for 
Indian Trail and Liberty Bell and 
for the scheduled presentation 
dates and locations.

See INPUT, Page 3A

By ZacH Vance
Press Staff Writer

zvance@johnsoncitypress.com

See STUDY, Page 2A

The 40th annual Unicoi 
County Apple Festival will 
run from 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday in 
downtown Erwin.

In addition to the vast 
array of locally grown heir-
loom and popular apple 
varieties the festival 
revolves around, fun activi-
ties to look for include:

• Blue Ridge Pottery 
Show and Sale

The 38th annual Blue 
Ridge Pottery Show and 
Sale featuring dozens of 
vendors from across the 
country will be held from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Friday and 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, at 
Love Chapel Elementary 
School on Mohawk Drive. 
Shuttle service to and from 
the festival area 
will be available at 
the Clinchfield 
Senior Adult 
Center on Union 
Street. Admission 
is free. A preview 
sale with a $5 
admission fee will 
be held from 5 
p.m.-8 p.m. tonight 
at the school.

• Live 
entertainment on 

three outdoor 
stages

Top gospel 
groups will be per-
forming on the 
Love Street Stage 
at the end of South 
Main Avenue. 
Indie, country, 
modern and classic 
southern rock 
musicians will 
playing on Gay 
Street Street Stage 
just off Main 
Avenue in the heart 
of downtown. And 
dance perfor-
mances, demonstrations, 
contest prize presentations 
will be conducted of 
Gathering Place Park Stage 
across Main Avenue from 
the courthouse.

Carrying on a regional tradition four decades 
old and more popular now than when they 
first took root in the 1970s, the National 

Storytelling Festival and Unicoi County Apple 
Festival return to the streets of Jonesborough 

and Erwin this weekend.

The National Storytelling 
Festival kicks off Friday 
and wraps up Sunday, but 
there are still several 
pre-festival events shaking 
up the week before the fes-
tivities in addition to a 
weekend packed with the 
best in storytelling. Festival 
lineups include: 

• Featured storytellers
Nineteen featured story-

tellers from around the 
world will line the program 
for the weekend. Listeners 
can sit in on festival favor-
ites like Donald Davis and 
Jeanne Robertson and check 
out some of the new voices 
this year. New voices 
include Oba William King, 
who uses song and drum in 
his storytelling, and Anne 

Shimojima, who 
weaves her Asian 
heritage into her 
presentations like 
folk tales and the 
story of her 
Japanese American 
family’s time in an 
incarceration camp 
during World War 
II. 

• Workshops for 
aspiring tellers 
Three workshops 

will be held for 
aspiring tellers on 
Thursday night. 
Storyteller Connie 
Regan-Blake will 
host ‘Finding the 
Storyteller in You’ 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Teller Antonio 
Rocha will host a 
workshop focusing 
on mastering tran-
sitions in story-
telling from 9 a.m. 
to noon, and story-
teller Minton 
Sparks will host a 

story-writing workshop 
from 2 to 5 p.m. Workshops 
are not included in the reg-
ular weekend pass for the 
festival. 

If your taste is for apples or 
tales, this is your time of year

By sue Guinn LeGG
Press Staff Writer

slegg@johnsoncitypress.com

By Jessica fuLLer
Press Staff Writer

jfuller@johnsoncitypress.com

Jessica Fuller/Johnson City Press

Above left, Stanley Produce served up fresh 
goodies at a recent Apple Festival, including 
fresh apple fritters and warm fried apple pie. 
Above right, storyteller Will Hornyak entertains in 
the Courthouse Tent at the National Storytelling 
Festival.See APPLE, Page 2A See STORYTELLING, Page 2A
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and wraps up Sunday, but 
there are still several 
pre-festival events shaking 
up the week before the fes-
tivities in addition to a 
weekend packed with the 
best in storytelling. Festival 
lineups include: 

• Featured storytellers
Nineteen featured story-

tellers from around the 
world will line the program 
for the weekend. Listeners 
can sit in on festival favor-
ites like Donald Davis and 
Jeanne Robertson and check 
out some of the new voices 
this year. New voices 
include Oba William King, 
who uses song and drum in 
his storytelling, and Anne 

Shimojima, who 
weaves her Asian 
heritage into her 
presentations like 
folk tales and the 
story of her 
Japanese American 
family’s time in an 
incarceration camp 
during World War 
II. 

• Workshops for 
aspiring tellers 
Three workshops 

will be held for 
aspiring tellers on 
Thursday night. 
Storyteller Connie 
Regan-Blake will 
host ‘Finding the 
Storyteller in You’ 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Teller Antonio 
Rocha will host a 
workshop focusing 
on mastering tran-
sitions in story-
telling from 9 a.m. 
to noon, and story-
teller Minton 
Sparks will host a 

story-writing workshop 
from 2 to 5 p.m. Workshops 
are not included in the reg-
ular weekend pass for the 
festival. 

If your taste is for apples or 
tales, this is your time of year
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Above left, Stanley Produce served up fresh 
goodies at a recent Apple Festival, including 
fresh apple fritters and warm fried apple pie. 
Above right, storyteller Will Hornyak entertains in 
the Courthouse Tent at the National Storytelling 
Festival.See APPLE, Page 2A See STORYTELLING, Page 2A
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The magic ran 
out for Science 
Hill’s volleyball 

team a day after 
beating the No. 

1 overall seed 
Dobyns-Bennett 
in District 1-AAA 

tournament as 
they fell to No. 2 
Tennessee High 
on Wednesday.
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As a lover of  technology, I 
am often amazed at how 
much I rely on it to keep 

my life organized. My husband, 
Eric, is a computer programmer 
with Groupon and has always 

been quick to 
utilize tech-
nology, while I 
have tended to 
resist. He may 
have felt at 
times like he 
was dragging 
me kicking and 

screaming into the digital age. 
Although I still tend to utilize 
notes on index cards for daily 
reminders, I have mostly transi-
tioned to digital tools for almost 
everything. In this article, I will 
highlight my favorite tech tools 
for organization.

GOOGLE TOOLS: CALENDAR, 
DOCUMENTS, SHEETS, SLIDES AND 
NUMBERS (iOS, Android — free)

Unless you’ve been living 
under a rock for the last few 
years, you probably know about 
Google as a search engine. But 
you may not know about all of  
the free tools that Google offers. 
The fact that all of  these are 
cloud-based means that I can get 
to any of  them any time on any 
device in any location.

With a digital calendar, there is 
no more, “When I get home, I’ll 
check my calendar and let you 
know.” I love the fact that I can 
share a calendar with other 
members of  my family so that we 
can stay informed about each 
other’s schedules. Being able to 
color code different events by 
category really appeals to me 
visually as an organizer.

I use Google Documents to 
create, store and share docu-
ments. Groups of  documents can 
be placed into different folders, 
much like a file folder system. It 
is easily searchable and sharable, 
no matter what kind of  computer 
someone is using. When sharing 
a document, you can choose 
whether the person can view, 
comment or edit the document. 
Plus, you never need to hit 
“Save” — it is always saving all 
of  your changes as you edit.

When I give group presenta-
tions, I love using Google Slides 
to create and store the presenta-
tion. It is easy to use, and since 
the information is stored in the 
cloud, I don’t have to worry 
about whether the venue at 
which I am performing has the 
proper connections for my 
laptop;. I can simply use the 
machine that is already hooked 
up to the projector.

REMINDERS (iOS — free)
I truly cannot imagine what I 

did before being able to rely on 
this app. The fact that it can be 
tied to specific days, times and 
locations via GPS is my favorite 
feature. 

Here is a partial list of  things 
that I have used my reminders 
app for just in the last few days: 
turn in my next Times News 
article by Tuesday, use my gift 
card at Panera, post a Monday 
motivational quote on my busi-
ness Facebook page, put a new 
Kleenex pack in my purse when  
I get home, update my business 
spreadsheets every Saturday,  
etc. 

I can also use Siri and my 
Amazon Echo (“Alexa, remind 
me to call Mom in an hour”) to 
add items to my Reminders app.

ANYLIST (iOS — free)
Gone are the days of  a paper 

grocery list. With AnyList, I have 
my grocery list with me all the 
time. I use AnyList not only for a 
grocery list, but for any store I 
frequently visit. So the next time 
I happen to visit Target for a spe-
cific item, I can look to see what 
else I need while I’m there. Items 
can be added to the list by scan-
ning a product’s bar code. Best of  
all, since I can share the list with 
someone else, Eric always knows 
what we need at the grocery 
store. And I love being able to 
say, “Alexa, add bananas to the 
Kroger list.”

TRELLO (iOS, Android, MacOS, 
Windows — free)

Although AnyList is useful for 
most of  my lists, Trello is more 
useful for higher level organizing 
or for groups. I use Trello to 
organize all of  my “To Do” lists 
for my home and my business. 
Each broad category can have a 
different board, and items on the 
list can be prioritized in order of  
importance. This is where I store 
all of  the ideas I want to work on 
in the future. Documents and pic-
tures can be attached to items on 
each board. Multiple people can 
coordinate tasks and communi-
cation using Trello, and because 

it is cloud-based, the information 
can be accessed from anywhere 
and is updated in real time. 

CAMCARD (iOS, Android — free 
version for up to 200 cards)

It didn’t take long as a new 
business owner for me to realize 
that I needed some kind of  tool to 
organize all of  the business cards 
I was collecting. I knew I didn’t 
want to carry them all around, 
nor did I want to manually enter 
all of  the information from each 
card. With CamCard, I can take a 
picture of  the card, and it also 
pulls all of  the information from 
the card. The information can 
then be grouped and added to my 
contacts. Some cards that have 
dark backgrounds or unusual 
designs or fonts can be tricky for 
CamCard to correctly identify all 
of  the information, but it doesn’t 
take long to check and edit as 
needed.

UNROLL.ME (Web-based — free)
This tool helps me organize my 

email simply because it signifi-
cantly decreases the volume of  
emails I receive. Unroll.Me will 
automatically identify any email 
subscriptions and give you the 
option to “Keep,” “Unsubscribe” 
or “Roll Up” each one. If  you 
select “Keep,” you will continue 
to receive emails from that sub-
scription as a separate email. 
“Unsubscribe” doesn’t techni-
cally unsubscribe you, but an 
email from this subscription will 
be automatically directed to the 
trash.

KEY RING (iOS, Android — free)
I like the perks I get with loy-

alty cards, but I don’t necessarily 
like carrying them around all the 
time. For cards with a number 
and barcode, that information 
can be entered into an app like 
Key Ring. When making a pur-
chase, simply open the app, scroll 
through the list to find the appro-
priate store, and the barcode can 
be scanned at the register. 

FOCUS KEEPER (iOS — free)
Focus Keeper has vastly 

improved my productivity by 
keeping me on track during work 

that requires mental focus. The 
principle underlying this 
strategy is that an auditory cue 
(the sound of  a timer) can serve 
as a reminder to stay focused for 
a specific period of  time (25 min-
utes). At the end of  the 25 min-
utes, the user is rewarded with a 
short break before another 
period of  focused work. It’s a 
simple tool that has proved quite 
useful for me.

MILE IQ (iOS, Android — $5.99/month 
or $59.99/year)

Keeping track of  mileage trav-
eled for business purposes is one 
of  a myriad of  details that must 
be managed by a small business 
owner. MileIQ is a wonderful app 
that allows me to quickly record 
each trip as either business or 
personal. I know I’m going to be 
very glad to have this informa-
tion readily available when I am 
working on my taxes. This is one 
of  the few tools that isn’t free, but 
the time I save makes it worth 
every penny.

1PASSWORD (iOS, Android, MacOS — 
$2.99/month or $4.99/month for 
family of up to 5 users)

Passwords are a necessary evil 
when it comes to online security. 
Although it simplifies things con-
siderably to use the same pass-
word for everything, this is not 
the most secure approach. But 
who can remember a different 
password for every website and 
app? Simply keeping a paper or 
digital list of  all the passwords is 
easy but not secure. Password 
managers like 1Password allow 
you to remember only one pass-
word that will give you access to 
the many different passwords 
you need.

Tools such as these have 
greatly simplified my life. I hope 
this information is useful in your 
efforts to organize your life.

Happy organizing!

Angie Hyche is a professional 
organizer and owner of  
Shipshape Solutions in 
Kingsport. Email her at beship-
shape@ gmail.com. For informa-
tion about her organizing ser-
vices, visit beshipshape.com.
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Here are my top tech tools for organizing
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Cloud-based tools let you get to them any time on any device in any location.


