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Surprise?
Longhorns expected 
football success/1B

After Johnson City Board 
of Education members voted 
unanimously last month to 
continue studying a pro-
posed transition from the 
current configuration of 
Indian Trail Intermediate 
School and Liberty Bell 
Middle School, the board 
wants feedback from the 
community.

The board is considering 
turning each school into a 
middle school for students 
grades 5 through 8, which 
Superintendent Steve Barn- 
ett said could be beneficial 

City wants input 
on plans for two 
middle schools

Compared to three years 
ago, enrollment at Washin-
gton County Schools has 
declined by 429 students, 
according to information 
provided during Monday’s 
Health, Education and 
Welfare Committee meeting.

Based on that information, 
the school system is 1,042 
students short of its “high 
function capacity,” or the 

peak efficiency enrollment 
based on each school facili-
ty’s capacity.

Considering the capacities 
of the new Boones Creek, 
Jonesborough and magnet 
schools, Washington County 
could theoretically consoli-
date three of its current 
schools and still have an 
excess capacity of 500 stu-
dents, according to 
Committee Chairman Tom 
Krieger.

Falling student rolls 
bring call to study 
county school needs

‘They told us to get out’

By Brandon Paykamian
Press Staff Writer

bpaykamian@johnsoncitypress.com

Surprise?
Longhorns expected 
football success/1B

Surprise?
Longhorns expected 
football success/1B

Eastman ‘process upset’ shakes 
neighbors, sends workers to shelter

Kingsport Times-News

Plumes rise from Wednesday’s “pro-
cess upset” at Eastman Chemical Co.

By Jeff BoBo
Kingsport Times-News

KINGSPORT — Initially, 
Miranda Wood thought someone 
had crashed a vehicle into 
Johnny’s Shoe Store on Eastman 
Road where she was working 
Wednesday morning, just a 
stone’s throw from the Eastman 
Chemical Co. plant.

In fact, the plant had been 
shaken Wednesday morning by 
explosions in the gasification 
area that were described by 
Eastman as “process upsets.”

When Wood realized what had 

really happened, she was quite 
upset indeed.

“I heard two explosions, but it 
really sounded like somebody 
just hit the (Johnny’s) building,” 
Wood said. “My whole chair 
really did shake. ... As I came 
downstairs, it did smell like 
something was burning.”

Then she and other employees 
saw the plumes of smoke rising 
from the Eastman plant and 
they realized something serious 
had happened.

“You better hold your breath,” 

By Hank Hayes
Kingsport Times-News

KINGSPORT — This was not a 
test.

Fifty-seven years to the day 
after a massive explosion and 
fire at Tennessee Eastman Co.’s 
Aniline plant killed 16 people and 
injured more than 400, Eastman 
Chemical had planned to test its 
hazardous vapor release alerting 
system Wednesday.

But instead of the simple “acti-
vation of Eastman’s blue light 
alert and alarm systems” that 
was planned, in an odd coinci-

dence a real-life “process upset” 
sent workers to safe havens and 
sent warnings to the giant plant’s 
neighbors.

“The gasifier blew up,” an 
employee and eyewitness work- 
ing near the explosion told the 
Times-News. “They just made us 
run to our car and get out. They 
told us to get out.”

Eastman, in a prepared state-
ment, explained what happened 
in an email: “Around 10 a.m., 
Eastman experienced a process 
upset in the coal gasification area 
of its Kingsport manufacturing 

See OUT, Page 3A

Neighbors’ concern grew when 
they saw plumes rise from plant

See PLUMES, Page 2A

JOHNSON CITY SCHOOLS

Officials going school-to-school to 
find out what you think of the idea

HAVE AN OPINION?

Turn to Page 3A for a look at 
proposed configurations for 
Indian Trail and Liberty Bell and 
for the scheduled presentation 
dates and locations.

See INPUT, Page 3A

By ZacH Vance
Press Staff Writer

zvance@johnsoncitypress.com

See STUDY, Page 2A

The 40th annual Unicoi 
County Apple Festival will 
run from 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday in 
downtown Erwin.

In addition to the vast 
array of locally grown heir-
loom and popular apple 
varieties the festival 
revolves around, fun activi-
ties to look for include:

• Blue Ridge Pottery 
Show and Sale

The 38th annual Blue 
Ridge Pottery Show and 
Sale featuring dozens of 
vendors from across the 
country will be held from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Friday and 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, at 
Love Chapel Elementary 
School on Mohawk Drive. 
Shuttle service to and from 
the festival area 
will be available at 
the Clinchfield 
Senior Adult 
Center on Union 
Street. Admission 
is free. A preview 
sale with a $5 
admission fee will 
be held from 5 
p.m.-8 p.m. tonight 
at the school.

• Live 
entertainment on 

three outdoor 
stages

Top gospel 
groups will be per-
forming on the 
Love Street Stage 
at the end of South 
Main Avenue. 
Indie, country, 
modern and classic 
southern rock 
musicians will 
playing on Gay 
Street Street Stage 
just off Main 
Avenue in the heart 
of downtown. And 
dance perfor-
mances, demonstrations, 
contest prize presentations 
will be conducted of 
Gathering Place Park Stage 
across Main Avenue from 
the courthouse.

Carrying on a regional tradition four decades 
old and more popular now than when they 
first took root in the 1970s, the National 

Storytelling Festival and Unicoi County Apple 
Festival return to the streets of Jonesborough 

and Erwin this weekend.

The National Storytelling 
Festival kicks off Friday 
and wraps up Sunday, but 
there are still several 
pre-festival events shaking 
up the week before the fes-
tivities in addition to a 
weekend packed with the 
best in storytelling. Festival 
lineups include: 

• Featured storytellers
Nineteen featured story-

tellers from around the 
world will line the program 
for the weekend. Listeners 
can sit in on festival favor-
ites like Donald Davis and 
Jeanne Robertson and check 
out some of the new voices 
this year. New voices 
include Oba William King, 
who uses song and drum in 
his storytelling, and Anne 

Shimojima, who 
weaves her Asian 
heritage into her 
presentations like 
folk tales and the 
story of her 
Japanese American 
family’s time in an 
incarceration camp 
during World War 
II. 

• Workshops for 
aspiring tellers 
Three workshops 

will be held for 
aspiring tellers on 
Thursday night. 
Storyteller Connie 
Regan-Blake will 
host ‘Finding the 
Storyteller in You’ 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Teller Antonio 
Rocha will host a 
workshop focusing 
on mastering tran-
sitions in story-
telling from 9 a.m. 
to noon, and story-
teller Minton 
Sparks will host a 

story-writing workshop 
from 2 to 5 p.m. Workshops 
are not included in the reg-
ular weekend pass for the 
festival. 

If your taste is for apples or 
tales, this is your time of year

By sue Guinn LeGG
Press Staff Writer

slegg@johnsoncitypress.com

By Jessica fuLLer
Press Staff Writer

jfuller@johnsoncitypress.com

Jessica Fuller/Johnson City Press

Above left, Stanley Produce served up fresh 
goodies at a recent Apple Festival, including 
fresh apple fritters and warm fried apple pie. 
Above right, storyteller Will Hornyak entertains in 
the Courthouse Tent at the National Storytelling 
Festival.See APPLE, Page 2A See STORYTELLING, Page 2A
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and wraps up Sunday, but 
there are still several 
pre-festival events shaking 
up the week before the fes-
tivities in addition to a 
weekend packed with the 
best in storytelling. Festival 
lineups include: 

• Featured storytellers
Nineteen featured story-

tellers from around the 
world will line the program 
for the weekend. Listeners 
can sit in on festival favor-
ites like Donald Davis and 
Jeanne Robertson and check 
out some of the new voices 
this year. New voices 
include Oba William King, 
who uses song and drum in 
his storytelling, and Anne 

Shimojima, who 
weaves her Asian 
heritage into her 
presentations like 
folk tales and the 
story of her 
Japanese American 
family’s time in an 
incarceration camp 
during World War 
II. 

• Workshops for 
aspiring tellers 
Three workshops 

will be held for 
aspiring tellers on 
Thursday night. 
Storyteller Connie 
Regan-Blake will 
host ‘Finding the 
Storyteller in You’ 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Teller Antonio 
Rocha will host a 
workshop focusing 
on mastering tran-
sitions in story-
telling from 9 a.m. 
to noon, and story-
teller Minton 
Sparks will host a 

story-writing workshop 
from 2 to 5 p.m. Workshops 
are not included in the reg-
ular weekend pass for the 
festival. 

If your taste is for apples or 
tales, this is your time of year
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Above left, Stanley Produce served up fresh 
goodies at a recent Apple Festival, including 
fresh apple fritters and warm fried apple pie. 
Above right, storyteller Will Hornyak entertains in 
the Courthouse Tent at the National Storytelling 
Festival.See APPLE, Page 2A See STORYTELLING, Page 2A
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The magic ran 
out for Science 
Hill’s volleyball 

team a day after 
beating the No. 

1 overall seed 
Dobyns-Bennett 
in District 1-AAA 

tournament as 
they fell to No. 2 
Tennessee High 
on Wednesday.
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Happy New Year, readers! 
Whether or not you made New 
Year’s resolutions, you may have 
a goal to get more organized. I 
heartily endorse this goal! But I 
also firmly believe that for most 
of  us, what we really need most 
is to declutter. 

If  you’re 
ready to take a 
serious look at 
all of  your 
belongings and 
shed the clutter, 
you will likely 
have many 
items to donate. 

This requires making a decision 
about where to take them. In 
order to help readers make a 
decision about where to donate 
their clutter, I sent the same 
questions to Goodwill Industries, 
Habitat for Humanity and The 
Salvation Army. I have summa-
rized their responses below.

GOODWILL INDUSTRIES
What is your organization’s mis-

sion?
Our mission is to provide 

employment services for those in 
need.

What donations do you accept or 
not accept?

We accept clothing of  all sizes, 
household items, furniture, 
books, CDs, jewelry, linens, 
musical instruments, pictures, 
tools, small appliances, toys, 
office/school supplies, and vehi-
cles. We cannot accept hazardous 
materials, large appliances, used 
carpeting, construction mate-
rials, wet/torn mattresses, water 
heaters, TVs, computers, moni-
tors, auto parts/tires, car seats/
baby beds/strollers/walkers, and 
pianos.

Are there ways that people donate 
that are problematic for you?

We ask that people drop off  
donations only during open 
hours. If  you have furniture or 
large items you wish to donate, 
please call to make sure we can 
accept your donation or to 
schedule a pickup.

If items are sold, how is the money 
distributed?

Donated items are inspected, 
sorted and priced by our 
employees and then sold in our 
stores. Ninety-three cents of  
every dollar supports training 
programs for people with disabil-
ities or people with disadvan-
taged circumstances. Program 
graduates gain new skills to 
become competitive, find jobs 
and live independent, fulfilling 
lives.

What do you wish people knew 
about your organization? Any 
common misconceptions?

Goodwill is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization. Charity 
Watch, an organization that eval-
uates philanthropic organiza-
tions, gives Goodwill an “A” 
rating. Occasional Internet 
rumors sometimes surface with 
false information. Goodwill 
Tenneva is an autonomous, 
locally controlled nonprofit over-
seen by a volunteer community 
board of  directors. “Goodwill 
Tenneva is committed to oper-
ating with integrity and pro-
viding excellent stewardship,” 
said Wally Boyd, board 
chairman. “Our local Goodwill 
dedicates itself  to providing 
employment and support ser-
vices to local people who need 
help, and always in an ethical 
and forthright manner.”

Why should people donate to your 
organization?

Goodwill believes that work 
enhances the dignity and quality 
of  life, and that the power of  
work instills hope. Donating to 
Goodwill will help local people in 
need of  training and employ-
ment. Goodwill strives to handle 
all donations with respect, in an 
ethical and efficient manner.

HOLSTON HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
What is your organization’s mis-

sion?
Our vision is a world where 

everyone has a decent place to 
live. Our mission is to put God’s 
love into action. Holston Habitat 
for Humanity (Habitat) brings 
people together to build houses, 
communities and hope. Habitat 
will serve our 300th family in 
2019. Since organizing in 1985, 
Habitat has built, refurbished or 
repaired 272 homes in Carter, 
Sullivan and Washington County, 
Tenn., and Bristol, Va., providing 
400+ adults and 600+ children the 
opportunity to live in a safe, 
affordable home. With the finan-
cial support generated by the 
ReStores, Holston Habitat will 
build six new Habitat homes and 
offer up to six external home 
repairs in 2019.

What donations do you accept or 

not accept?
The Habitat ReStores in 

Johnson City and Kingsport 
accept household items (working 
appliances, furniture, home 
decor), building materials (cabi-
nets, lighting, flooring, hardware, 
windows, plumbing) and tools. 
The ReStores do not accept 
clothing.

Are there ways that people donate 
that are problematic for you?

We request that people drop off  
donations only when the 
ReStores are open.

If items are sold, how is the money 
distributed?

All money generated by dona-
tions to the ReStores in Johnson 
City and Kingsport stays in 
Carter, Sullivan and Washington 
counties, and Bristol, Va., to 
underwrite construction costs.

What do you wish people knew 
about your organization? Any 
common misconceptions?

Habitat homeowners buy their 
homes through our zero percent 
interest mortgage. Habitat does 
not give away homes. A common 
misconception is that only 
Habitat homeowners can shop at 
the ReStores, but ReStores are 
open to everyone who wants to 
shop, donate or volunteer.

Why should people donate to your 
organization?

The donations provided to the 
ReStores provide over 30 percent 
of  the funding needed to build six 
to nine new, energy-efficient 
homes each year. Each donation 
provides a hand up, not a hand- 
out, that helps local homebuyers 
build a home for their family.

THE SALVATION ARMY
What is your organization’s mis-

sion?
The Salvation Army is part of  

the universal Christian church. 
Its message is based on the Bible 
and motivated by the love of  God. 
Our mission is to preach the 
gospel and to meet human needs 
in Jesus’ name without discrimi-
nation.

What donations do you accept or 
not accept?

We accept just about anything, 

including the kitchen sink. We 
accept jewelry, stereos, lighting, 
car items, baby items, diapers, 
home health items, and vehicles. 
We cannot accept expired car 
seats, older cribs or recalled 
items.

Are there ways that people donate 
that are problematic for you?

All items should be in working 
condition. If  refrigerators and 
freezers barely run, tell us so we 
can price accordingly. Vehicles 
must be in running condition. 
We simply do not have room for 
large items like pianos and pool 
tables. We do not accept old tele-
visions or hazardous products.

If items are sold, how is the money 
distributed?

We serve Sullivan and Hawkins 
County, Tenn., and Scott County, 
Va. After overhead costs, we 
apply funds to social services. 
Last year, we provided 6,711 
nights of  emergency shelter.

What do you wish people knew 
about your organization? Any 
common misconceptions?

When someone donates here, 
they are helping one of  their 
neighbors who is hungry, home-
less, in need of  clothing, assis-
tance with rent, mortgage or util-
ities, or a child who needs help 
building character. Call for 
pickups in advance, especially 
during summer. Donations are 
generous gifts, but there is a cost 
to make those items available. We 
do our best to keep prices favor-
able.

Why should people donate to your 
organization?

We care for both soul and phys-
ical needs. We provide for the 
needy of  every stripe. Everything 
we sell comes from donations. 
Our motto, “Doing The Most 
Good,” means using all our 
resources, money and time 
where they will be most effective. 
We also take donations in time 
from our helpful volunteers!

Angie Hyche is a professional 
organizer and owner of  
Shipshape Solutions in 
Kingsport. Email her at  
beshipshape@ gmail.com.
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