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CELEBRATIONS & ETC.

Larry Fansler and Maria Fansler
Golden Wedding Anniversary

Larry and Mary Fansler are celebrating their Golden
Wedding Anniversary. Married August 1, 1970, at Elm
Springs Methodist Church, they are celebrating this
milestone with family and friends via social media.
(Facetime, Facebook, What's App.)

Tim Harr and Sherrie Harr

25th Anniversary

Tim and Sherrie Harr are celebrating 25 years of marriage.
They were married at Holly Springs United Methodist
Church on July 29, 1995. Tim is the son of the late Kyle
and Ida Harr and is retired from Citi Group. Sherrie is the
daughter of James and Thelma Robinette and is a
receptionist at Urology Associates of Kingsport. Both are
current and active members of Holly Springs UMC. They
have 2 children: Chris Livesay and Melinda Henard,
husband Daniel.

Stony Colley and Brenda Colley
50th Anniversary

Mr. and Mrs. Stony Colley will celebrate their 50th
Wedding Anniversary on August 7,2020. The couple
married at Pleasant View Baptist Church in 1970.
Stony is the son of the late Burk and Nannie Colley of
Clinchco Virginia. Brenda is the daughter of the late
Hasten and Beulah Goins of Kingsport.
Stony retired from the Flight Weather Services at Tri-
Cities Airport. Brenda retired from BB&T Bank. The
couple made their home in the Indian Springs Community
of Kingsport were they currently reside.
Your Family and Friends would like to Wish you Both a
Very Special Anniversary.

Keith Ericson and Willette Ericson

60th Wedding Anniversary

August 6th, 2020, will
mark the 60th wedding
anniversary of Keith and
Janice "Willette" Ericson
of Elizabethton. Mr. &
Mrs. Ericson were married
in Toccoa, GA, on
Saturday, August 6th, 1960
by the late Rev. Carl
Norman Ericson, father of
the groom. The couple
served as missionaries in
Liberia, West Africa,
before moving to
Elizabethton, TN, in 1969.
Keith was an instructor and
chief inspector at Moody
Aviation for 35 years, and

he remains active in the aviation community. Willette was
an educator for Carter County Schools for 30+ years and
continues to teach high school classes online.
Serving in their local church has always been important
to Keith and Willette. Keith has served as a Sunday school
teacher, a deacon, and an elder, among other activities. He
is an Elder Emeritus at Westminster Presbyterian Church
in Johnson City. Willette has taught Sunday school, led
Bible studies, and served in women's ministries. She has
served as pianist or organist since age 12, and is currently
the organist at Westminster.
Keith and Willette enjoy traveling and camping, having
visited more than 20 countries and 49 states.
The Ericsons have two children: Steve Ericson of
Lawrenceville, GA, and Pamela Egeler of Elizabethton;
two grandsons, two granddaughters, and two great
grandchildren.
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Here are before and after shots of a basement. Because basements can be damp environments, plastic or metal shelving will work better 
than wood.

B
asements have been fre-
quently utilized as locations 
for scary scenes in movies. 
In “Silence of  the Lambs,” 

the basement is a holding place for 
kidnapped victims. Who can forget 
the scene in “Signs” when an alien 
hand reaches through the coal chute 
to grab an unsuspecting child? More 
recently, in “A Quiet Place,” the 
basement used to muffle the sounds 
of  the family’s newborn baby eventu-
ally becomes the setting for battles 
with aliens. We’ve become so accus-
tomed to scary basements that as 
viewers, when a character opens the 
door to the basement, we yell, “Don’t 
go down there!”

Your basement is likely not that 
scary, but you may still find yourself  
hesitant to enter. Without some 
intentional planning, a basement can 
become a literal dumping ground for 
anything without an obvious home. 
Over time, clutter can build up so 
much that we don’t even know 
what’s down there.

If  this scenario describes your 
basement, this article will help you 
transform it from frightening to 
functional. If  your basement is in 
pretty good shape, this article will 
help you avoid the tendency to 
clutter it up. You can use these same 
principles for organizing other large 
spaces primarily used for storage, 
like an attic, a garage or a bonus 
room.

No matter what room you’re 
working on, I always recommend 
starting with an assessment and 
plan. You might want to take some 
before photos so that you can track 
your progress. Take some notes 
about the current state of  your base-
ment. Get input from everyone. Talk 
about what’s working and what’s not 
working, and about current and 
future uses for the space. If  you 
could wave a magic wand and the 
project was complete, what would it 
look like? How would it function?

There’s nothing wrong with using 
a basement for storage. Ideally the 
portion used for storage would only 
occupy part of  the basement, not the 
entire space. Leaving part of  the 
space free will allow you to use it for 
other purposes such as a game room, 
home gym, wine cellar or home the-
ater. Decide what portion will be ded-
icated to storage and what portion 
will be adapted for (saved for) 
another purpose.

For the portion you’ve 
committed to storage, I rec-
ommend purchasing 
sturdy shelving. 
Adjustable and movable 
shelves are especially 
helpful. As you declutter 
and place belongings into 
containers, you can use 
these shelves for labeled 
containers of  items that 
will remain in the basement.

One unique characteristic of  a 
basement that must be considered is 
that they are damp environments. 
You’ll need to remember this as you 
decide what to store and how to store 
it. You may want to invest in a dehu-
midifier to pull some of  the moisture 
out of  the air.

Because of  the moisture, plastic or 
metal shelving will work better than 
wood. Airtight bags or containers 
with lids will protect stored items 
from moisture much better than 
cardboard boxes. Because basements 
are prone to flooding, keep items off  
the floor as much as possible.

Once you’ve got a goal and some 
shelving, it’s time to take action. 
You’ll need to gather a few supplies. 
You’ll need adequate lighting so that 
you can easily see the items you’re 
sorting. Portable tables will allow 
you to spread out the contents of  
containers and to sort them into 
groups. A large trash can and a recy-
cling container are also useful. Bring 
any empty containers you’ve got that 
can be used to store the items that 
remain. You may eventually need to 
buy a few more containers, but if  
you’re doing a thorough decluttering 
job, you’ll likely be emptying more 
containers as you go. So hold off  on 
buying new containers until you see 
what you actually need. You’ll also 
need some empty boxes and bags for 
gathering items for donation, items 
to be given to others, or items to sell.

Now that you’ve got all of  your 
materials, it’s time to get busy! When 
decluttering, I always recommend 
choosing a corner of  the room so 
you’ll know where you’ve worked. 
Start working your way around the 
room one area at a time. Examine 
every loose item and open every con-
tainer. As you consider each item, 
ask yourself  two simple questions — 
Do I love it? Do I use it? If  you can’t 
confidently answer “yes” to both, 
consider letting it go. Most of  us have 
way more than we need! If  you want 

to lighten your load, the 
number of  items leaving 

your home should be much 
larger than the number 
staying.

As you identify items that 
will remain, place them into 

an airtight container and 
label it as specifically as 
possible. I recommend 
clear containers, but if  you 

label well, it’s fine to use any kind. A 
good rule of  thumb is to aim for 
about 80% full just in case you’ll need 
to add to it later. You can always 
adjust containers, their contents and 
labels as you go. Continue this pro-
cess all the way around the room. It 
can be done in a few large chunks of  
time or in several small ones 
depending on your schedule and 
energy level.

One common problem with having 
a large basement is that family and 
friends sometimes ask if  they can 
store things there. If  you’re not 
careful, your basement can turn into 
a free storage facility. Since it’s your 
home, you always have the right to 
refuse. If  you do allow others’ 
belongings, set some guidelines.

Set a limited amount of  time and 
stick to it. Or only allow them a par-
ticular amount of  space. As your 
needs change, you may need to go 
back to that person(s) and tell them 
that you don’t have room for their 
stuff  anymore. It’s your home, and 
it’s not your stuff, so don’t feel pres-
sured into a situation that isn’t 
working for you.

Before you take something to the 
basement, ask these questions:

• Do I really need this item? If  not, 
set it aside for donation.

• Is the basement the best place to 
store this item?

• Is there already a container in the 
basement where this item belongs? If  
so, add to that container and adjust 
the label if  needed. If  not, either 
keep it loose or start another con-
tainer.

Here’s to functional, organized 
basements free of  fear! Happy orga-
nizing!

Angie Hyche is a professional orga-
nizer and owner of  Shipshape 
Solutions and the author of  “Unholy 
Mess: What the Bible Says about 
Clutter” (coming soon!). Email her at 
angie@shipshape.solutions.

How scary is 
your basement?

ANGIE HYCHE

By Anna Kuchment
THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS
Tribune News Service

Close relatives of  the virus behind 
COVID-19 likely circulated in bats for 
decades before the viruses made their 
jump into humans last yeaafix

r, igniting the worst global pandemic in 
more than 100 years, according to a study 
released Tuesday.

The paper, co-authored by Todd Castoe, 
a UT-Arlington researcher, and published 
in the journal Nature Microbiology, also 
found no evidence that the virus was 
either manufactured in or accidentally 
released from a lab in Wuhan, China, as 
some have speculated.

“From the 1960s or the 1970s, these 
viruses were just circulating undetected 
in bats, probably ready to infect humans 
at any point,” said Maciej Boni, the 
paper’s lead author and an expert on 
infectious disease at Pennsylvania State 
University. “We just got unlucky in 2019.”

Scientists still don’t know exactly how 
the novel coronavirus first spread to 

humans, but the new study suggests bats 
were the virus’ primary reservoir.

Until now, researchers have speculated 
that the virus may have come from dogs, 
snakes, bats or pangolins, highly traf-
ficked mammals that resemble arma-
dillos. Some have suggested it was created 
in a Wuhan lab as a bioweapon or that it 
was released from a lab by accident.

“The paper does a nice job at narrowing 
down some of  the still-to-be answered 
questions about where this virus came 
from,” said Robert Garry of  the Tulane 
University School of  Medicine who was 
not involved in the study.

By comparing the SARS-CoV-2 virus to 
its cousins in bats, pangolins and other 
animals, scientists were able to show that 
it was about 96% similar to its closest 
known bat-virus relative. They then ana-
lyzed SARS-CoV-2\u2032s genetic material 
to estimate when it may have diverged 
from that closest known relative.

“We know about how fast mutations 
accumulate in this virus,” said Castoe, an 
expert on genetics at UTA. “And we can 
use that as a kind of  molecular clock.” 

Bats may have had close relative of virus 


